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RSVP’ S  V O L U N T E E R  R E C O G N I T I O N  
T H A N K  YO U  V O L U N T E E R S  &  S P O N S O R S ! ! !  

Summer,  2010  

Dates to Remember: 

• September 9, 2010, 9:00 
a.m. Adopt Mini Park at 
10th and Ross.  In honor 
of 9/11– National Day of 
Service. Park Clean-Up 

• September 16, 2010 4:00 
p.m. RSVP Advisory 
Council Meeting - RSVP 
Office, 715 B S. Main Str., 
Belen. 

• December 9, 2010, 4:00 
p.m. RSVP Advisory 
Council Meeting.  Place to 
be announced.  
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RSVP NEWSLETTER 
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2010 is the second year that September 11 will be honored as a National Day of 
Service and Remembrance.  On September 9, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. RSVP will come 
together as a group to adopt the 10th and Ross Mini Park.  We will pull weeds, 
paint benches/tables, pick up trash etc., in service to our community.  
Please call the RSVP office at 966-2566 or 966-2567 for more information. 

Luz Cordova and Helen Maes-
tas, RSVP Volunteers, are 
pictured to the  right, volun-
teering  at  the RSVP Recogni-
tion Luncheon!   
Thank you to all who helped 
put the luncheon together! 
Thank you also to our local 
businesses and individuals  
who donated door prizes val-
ued at  approximately $700. 

The annual lunch for RSVP volunteers was held Friday, June 18th  at the Belen 
Recreation Center to thank volunteers for hours of service on behalf of your 
community.  A wonderful buffet was catered by Rutilio’s Restaurant.  Wayne 
Gallegos, Belen City Councilman and RSVP Advisory Board Member, donated 
his time as emcee and disc jockey. In addition to over 100 RSVP volunteers, 
guests included Belen City Council Member Mary Aragon, Belen Interim City 
Manager Mary Lucy Baca, Belen Finance Director Michael P. Steininger, Older 
Americans Program Director Jose Campos, and the RSVP staff and advisory 
council. Music was provided by Mike Silva and Orville Kent. 
        continued on page 3... 



The Belen Food Pantry is located at 115 S. 5th St., Belen, NM, behind the First Baptist 
Church.  They are open M, W, F, from 1:00-2:30 p.m., feeding up to 30-40 families, 
totaling 400 on a monthly basis.  The Belen Food Pantry is run by 30 volunteers; 10 of 
whom are RSVP Volunteers who donated over 800 hours during the last fiscal year. 
The pantry is supported strictly by food and/or monetary donations.  One must meet 
income eligibility requirements to receive food every other month and reside within 
the Belen Area School District. 
 
The Belen Food Pantry is currently seeking additional volunteers to help transport gro-
ceries to vehicles. Please call the RSVP office at 966-2566, if you wish to become a 
volunteer at this site.  If you wish to make a cash or food donation to the Belen Food 
Pantry please call Laura Duffy at (505) 864-8621. 
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R S V P  V O L U N T E E R  I N S U R A N C E  C OV E R AG E  

R S V P  F E A T U R E  V O L U N T E E R  W O R K S I T E -
T H E  B E L E N  F O O D  P A N T RY  

All volunteers are automatically covered by RSVP’s “Volunteers Insurance Service”.  
This provides coverage in the case of an accident.  This includes accidental medical 
coverage, which is in excess of your own insurance.  It will pay up to $50,000 for 
medical treatment, hospitalization, and nursing care for a covered accident. 
 
The policy also provides accidental death and dismemberment coverage.  It also in-
cludes liability insurance up to $1,000,000 per incident.  Coverage is provided if you, 
as a volunteer, are liable for bodily injury or property damage arising from your volun-
teer duties. The insurance is in excess of any other valid and collectible insurance you 
have.   
 
You are covered for excess automobile liability if you are a registered volunteer driver 
while performing your duties.  It protects you for bodily injury or property damage.  
This includes driving between your home and where you volunteer. Coverage does not 
extend to damage to your vehicle.   
 
This is just a brief summary.  If you have an accident contact the RSVP office (966-
2566). 

Pictured  left to right are 
Belen Food Pantry 
Volunteers Ron 

Richards, Richard 
Ditrich and Judy 

Andrews. 
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RSVP Newslet ter  

Valencia County Senior 
Olympics has been a 
vital part of New Mexico 
Senior Olympics for 32 
years and is currently 
sponsored by The City of 
Belen.   
 
48 Senior Olympians 
competed in the local 
Valencia County Games 
held in April/May, 2010.  
34 Valencia County Sen-
ior Olympians competed 
in the New Mexico State 
Senior Olympics held in 
Las Cruces, NM in July, 
2010. The preliminary 
results for the Valencia 
County competitors are 
as follow:  

18 Gold Medalists 
8 Silver Medalists 
14 Bronze Medalists 
4 –4th Place 
5– 5th Place 
 
There  are a variety of 
indoor/outdoor, single, 
double and  team 
events to choose from. 
Different age ranges 
compete with the goal  
of “encouraging a 
healthy life style in ma-
ture adults 50+”.   
 
Single and team events 
are held at different 
times throughout the 
year. 

The National Senior Olym-
pic competition will take 
place in Houston, TX in 
June, 2011. 
 
If you would like more infor-
mation, please contact Va-
lencia County Senior Olym-
pics Coordinator Bertha 
Flores at (505) 966-2566 
or log on to  
www.nmseniorolympics.org. 
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W E L C O M E  R S V P  S T A F F  A N D  B OA R D  M E M B E R S  
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C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S  TO A L L  V A L E N C I A  
CO U N T Y  SE N I O R  O LY M P I A N S ! ! !  

Welcome to a new Fiscal Year!  Kathryn Baldonado is the RSVP Director since June, 
2009. Bertha Flores is the RSVP Assistant and the new Valencia County Senior Olym-
pics Coordinator since February, 2010. RSVP Advisory Council Members are as fol-
lows:  Jim Rickey, Chairman; Orlinda Duree, Vice Chairperson; Alice Torres, Member; 
Selma Martinez, Member; Richard Ditrich, Member; Wayne Gallegos, Ex-officio, City of 
Belen Councilman; Mary Aragon, Councilperson, City of Belen, appointed by Mayor 
Rudy Jaramillo as an Honorary Member. All look forward to another year of service!  
 
The RSVP Office moved to the City of Belen Recreation Center, 715 B S. Main St., 
Belen, next to the Belen Senior Center. Regular office hours are 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
closed 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Pictured to the left is Nancy 
Colbert, Senior Olympian who 
received the “Spirit Award” 
at the State Senior Olympics 
held in Las Cruces, NM, 

July, 2010. 

 

 

RSVP Volunteer Recognition, continued from page 1 
Many volunteers received gifts as door prizes donated by local businesses and indi-
viduals. (Please see insert thanking our prize donors.) 
All RSVP Volunteers should be proud of the impact their efforts have had in Valencia 
County.  190 active volunteers contributed 35,513 hours over the fiscal year 09/10. 
Your spirit and energy bring great honor and respect to RSVP and continue to bring 
quality of life to Valencia County. 
Many thanks to all who helped make this a wonderful event honoring our volunteers! 

Volunteers make a  
difference! 



715B S. Main St. 
Belen, NM  87002 

Mid Rio Grande RSVP 
 

The nine (9) wonderful volunteers of the Del Rio Sewing Group meet on a weekly basis 
to sew blankets for a variety of causes.  During the last fiscal year they have sewn ap-
proximately 1,500 blankets, donating over 2,739 hours. Blankets have been donated 
to Veterans Hospitals for veterans around the state.  They also donate to the Blue Star 
Mothers to send these blankets overseas to our troops and to police stations for chil-
dren and adults in need.    
The Del Rio Sewing Group is Non-Profit and relies strictly on donations to purchase 
material and batting for their blankets.  They also take donations of unused material 
or new items they can re-sell to raise money.  Please call our office at 966-2566 if you 
have unused material you wish to donate— we can pass it on to these wonderful vol-
unteers so they can put it to good use! 

RSVP FE AT U R E VO LU N T E E R 
WO R K S I T E—DE L RI O SE W I N G GRO U P 

Phone: 505-966-2566 
Fax: 505-966-2566 
E-mail: kathryn.baldonado@belen-nm.gov 

 

Pictured to the right are the 
members of the Del Rio 
Sewing Group presenting a 
handmade quilt they sewed 
for Jose Campos, thanking 
him for his hard work and 
dedication benefiting all 
Valencia County Senior Citi-
zens through the Valencia 
County Older American Pro-
gram.  
 
The Del Rio Sewing Group  
is provided a space to sew  
at the  Del Rio Senior Center 
through the Older American 
Program. 
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